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CITY OF PERTH — INFRASTRUCTURE WORKS 

420. Mr M.W. SUTHERLAND to the Minister for Planning: 

Over the winter break I spent quite a lot of time in the City of Perth and noticed a number of changes in the city. 
Can the minister please update the house on developments in government infrastructure works in the city?  

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, it is nice to have you back here. I missed you during the last two weeks 
before the winter’s break. It is nice to have you on the list. I formally call you to order for the first time today.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 

It is indeed a pleasure to visit Perth and many of the localities within the Perth CBD to see what is happening. 
The transformation of Perth as the capital of Western Australia is continuing at a very great rate under this 
government. 

Mr A.P. O’Gorman: What about the other suburbs? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I can talk about all the other suburbs and the rest of the development in the metropolitan area 
if the member wants. If the member asks me a question about it, I will deal with it. He never seems to get the nod 
to ask a question through his side. I would keep working on it if I were him.  

The Perth Waterfront project, for example, is making very strong progress through the planning and approvals 
phase at the moment. The government has made the clear decision to allocate a significant amount of public 
funding—a net amount of $270 million—for the project to go ahead. In particular, a milestone was reached 
recently with the appointment of a specialist project manager, the Appian Group, to the project team. That group 
has a large amount of experience in major development projects. It will play a major role in providing the 
outcomes that we want for the development of the Perth Waterfront, a high level of public amenity and access 
for all members of the public and visitors to Western Australia—not just those who work in the CBD or who 
happen to live around there, bearing in mind there will be about 1 700 residential apartments, hotels and serviced 
apartment developments and 150 000 square metres of office space. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: Have you got your heritage or planning approvals yet?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: All of that is proceeding so that the major works can get underway early next year. If the 
member for Perth has not already realised it, the difference between this government and the previous 
government is that we are undertaking the project; we are not simply putting out drawings or developing a 
“Dubai on the Swan” or whatever the case may be.  

Mr J.N. Hyde: There’s no Indigenous museum. Not a cent. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The opposition is very envious that we are delivering this project, not just talking about it or 
commissioning drawings. The Perth City Link project is another example of something that is happening — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: It’s a construction site. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: If we are going to build a major development, we need to have construction; that is correct. If 
we are going to put a bus station or a rail line underground, we need to carry out major engineering and 
construction works to actually make that happen. If we are going to construct high quality major public open 
spaces, including a new city square and other major public open spaces in the vicinity of Milligan Street, King 
Street and so on, we need to get machinery in there. We need to close those areas off to the public, pour concrete 
and do all of the other technical and building work that is necessary to get the final result.  

The Perth City Link project, which I acknowledge has received a financial contribution from the federal 
government and the City of Perth, although the major commitment is from the Western Australian government, 
this government, is well and truly underway. Anyone who has been to the Perth railway station recently would 
have seen some of the forward works that are proceeding. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: We see some of the $100 000 signs. That’s it. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Perth! 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Does the member ever go to the Perth railway station? 

Mr J.N. Hyde: All the time.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Has the member noticed the physical works that are occurring? Does he understand what 
happens when a rail line is moved and when platforms are changed? 
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Mr J.N. Hyde: And the Labor government has done half the job. Get on and do it.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The member should get on the internet to see what is happening or go there and see it directly. 
If he waits another couple of months, he will see major construction undergrounding works underway. That is 
one aspect of the Perth City Link project.  

Another significant milestone that has been reached is the start of the $10 million works program to extend 
Milligan Street and provide access to the Perth Arena parking area and also to ultimately provide much better 
connectivity and movement right through the Northbridge area. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: But not across the railway line. How can you claim that as a Link issue? 

The SPEAKER: Member for Perth, I formally call you to order for the first time today.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The physical construction works for the extension of Milligan Street and the creation of the 
adjacent two development sites are underway. That will ensure that we are able to build on that work, bearing in 
mind that the Entertainment Centre, owned by the Seven Network, or Seven West Media, as it now is, is being 
demolished. That demolition will be concluded by the end of this year, allowing that company to go ahead with 
the major building works that it intends to undertake to add to the vitality, amenity and general use of the Link 
area.  

The third major project is the upgrading of the Perth Cultural Centre. Anyone who has been there recently would 
have seen the massive transformation that has occurred in the past couple of years—the improvement in public 
amenity and public safety, the installation of the urban orchard, the provision of wi-fi internet access, improved 
security and lighting et cetera.  

Opposition members interjected. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: It is a long story. I could speak at much greater length but I do not want to embarrass the 
opposition too much more, except to say — 

The SPEAKER: I suggest, minister, that you might not be on your feet as long if members stopped interjecting. 
I know you are getting towards the end of what you are providing us with today.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: To build on the substantial upgrading that has already occurred in the cultural centre, an LED 
screen will be installed over the next two months. A new nature-based children’s playground will be constructed 
adjacent to the museum. The Perth Cultural Centre will be the main public arena for the presentation of events, 
particularly arts events and other community activities during CHOGM, which is only a little over two months 
away. The transformation of the Perth Cultural Centre precinct as a major public space in Perth is very much 
underway. I think everybody would agree that it is now a much more attractive place to visit.  
 


